Treatment of bleeding after kidney biopsy with recombinant activated factor VII.
Recombinant activated factor VII (rFVIIa) is approved for prevention and treatment of bleeding in hemophilia patients with inhibitors to FVIII (hemophilia A) or IX (hemophilia B), patients with congenital and acquired hemophilia and in patients with FVII deficiency or Glantzmann thrombasthenia (last indication is approved only in Europe). Off-labeled, the drug has been prescribed for prevention, or treatment of bleeding in severe hepatic disease, neonatal coagulopathies, high-risk surgical procedures, trauma, thrombocytopenia and platelet function disorders, as well as for urgent reversal of oral anticoagulation. Here we report a case of a 53-year-old female patient with delayed graft function after kidney transplantation, who had kidney biopsy complicated with prolonged bleeding. After unsuccessful treatment with desmopressin, the patient was treated with rFVIIa and the bleeding stopped immediately. Only few anecdotal reports of use of rFVIIa for treatment of bleeding in uremic patients have been published thus far. To our knowledge, this is the first case that describes use of rFVIIa for management of bleeding as a complication of renal biopsy in a uremic patient in the early kidney posttransplantation period.